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Around Town

A
s I drove to work last Friday,
I loved seeing the green and
yellow recycling carts lining

the road. The first set of curbside
carts were delivered last month,
and Friday, Nov. 6, was the first
pickup day. The recycling carts
are very similar to standard
garbage cans, but with a yellow
lid.

Items that can be placed in the
curbside container are plastic
containers, flattened cardboard,
steel cans, aluminum cans
and paper. The purpose of the
curbside recycling program is to
make recycling more convenient
for families. At the Auburn
football game two weeks ago, I
was discussing these containers
with a friend. She made the
comment that she didn’t realize
how many recyclable items
they had been throwing away.
She said her recycling can is
almost full and her garbage can
has one bag. I love that people
are taking advantage of this
service. If you have a curbside
recycling can and are unsure
of your pick-day, contact
Opelika Solid Waste at 334-705-
5480.

This week, the City of Opelika
will make another stride
towards making recycling more
convenient by opening an
additional recycling center. The
Jeter Recycling Center ribbon
cutting will be Friday at 10 a.m.
This facility is located at 675 Jeter
St., directly across the street from
Jeter Primary School. The site is
less than ¼ mile from Fox Run
Parkway.

The Jeter Recycling Center is
staffed by employees of Opelika’s
Solid Waste Department so you
can have assistance unloading
your recyclable items. These
friendly employees will also be
able to answer questions about
what is recyclable. The Jeter
Recycling Center will be open
Monday through Saturday from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All items collected
curbside will also be collected
at the Jeter Recycling Center.
Additional items only collected at
this location are electronics, tires
(limit eight), appliances, batteries,
used cooking oil, yard waste and
glass (sorted by brown, clear and
green). Clothes and shoes will
also be collected and donated to
a local non-profit. Last year, the
Opelika Solid Waste & Recycling
Department discontinued
collecting glass at the recycling
centers around town. One reason
for this decision was because the
amount of cross-contamination
in the collection containers. When
various color glass mix, the entire
load is impure and cannot be
recycled. Sometimes it is difficult
to tell which color a bottle is so
the staff member at the center can
assist. We are excited the city has
chosen to collect glass again for
recycling. I think you will find
that the Jeter Recycling Center
is very accessible, clean and
organized.

At this time, the other recycling
centers in Opelika will continue to
function as normal. Currently, the
city has five centers located at 213
Carver St. (Covington Recreation
Center), 1017 Grand National
Parkway (Westside Recycling
Center), 600 Eighth St. (Northside
Recycling Center) and 600 Floral
St. (Floral Park). I hope you will
take advantage of these many
opportunities to recycle.

Tipi Colley Miller is the director of Keep Ope-
lika Beautiful Inc. and writes a weekly column.

Contact her at kob@opelika.com.
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Professional Indian vocalist brings
Bengali poetry to museum series

Special to the News

At noon on Thursday, the Auburn Indian
Music Ensemble featuring vocalist Riddhi
Bandyopadhyay will perform a free con-
cert at Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine
Art, Auburn University as a part of the
museum’s weekly series, “A Little Lunch
Music.” The performance is sponsored
by Phyllis Stanaland and Anonymous
Friends of the Series.

The ensemble performs for the series
about once each season, but this will be
the first time they’ve been joined by a
professional Indian recording artist. Ban-
dyopadhyay’s biography lists television
and radio as well as festival appearances
around the world.

Bandyopadhyay’s latest recording,
“Panchakabir Gaan,” pays tribute to five
musician-poets from the Bengal region of
India. Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul
Islam, Dwijendralal Roy (D.L. Roy), Raja-
nikanta Sen and Atul Prasad Sen all lived
at the end of the 19th and beginning of
the 20th centuries.

Raj Chaudhury, the Auburn group’s
founder and director, is trained in the

music of North India and specifically of
Tagore, one of the poets. He is familiar
with the Bengali poets, but said he has
been inspired by Bandyopadhyay’s in-
depth knowledge and presentation of
their work.

“It’s opened up a whole new vista of mu-
sic for me,” Chaudhury said, adding that
it has expanded his group’s repertoire.

Chaudhury said the poets reached their
greatest influence at a time of what could
be called the Bengal Enlightenment. He
said the Bengali people were moving from
a period of traditional ideas into accept-
ing more contemporary Western notions
of music, art and philosophy.

Much of the poets’ work, specifically
that of Tagore and Roy, was patriotic, said
Chaudhury. He said it resonated deeply
with the nationalistic ideas of the Benga-
lis, who were beginning to resist colonial
rule. Tagore’s music, for instance, even in-
cludes different national anthems for two
countries, India and Bangladesh.

In Indian classical music, lyrics and
their meanings are mostly secondary to
the sounds and treatment of the abstract
melody, said Chaudhury. He said these

Bengali poets were some of the first to
bring together the stories and ideas in
folk music with classical music’s compo-
sitional techniques.

The Auburn group formed in 2010 and
is open to students, professors and com-
munity members. It has hosted visiting
professionals before, but they have been
instrumentalists.

This week, Bandyopadhyay, a vocal-
ist, will spend time giving instruction
to members of the ensemble. Though
Chaudhury said there is a strong instru-
ment-playing tradition in Indian classical
music, the Auburn Indian Music Ensem-
ble is mainly a vocal group.

“That will be a point of broader con-
nection with more of the ensemble mem-
bers,” he said.

The Museum Café is open from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. The
music can sometimes be heard inside
the café, or visitors can dine before or
after the concerts. Admission to the fine
art exhibitions is free courtesy of JCSM
Business Partners. For more information,
visit jcsm.auburn.edu or call 334-844-
1484.

A LITTLE LUNCH MUSIC
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Recording artist Riddhi Bandyopadhyay will perform at Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art, Auburn University on Thursday.

Special to the News

Andrew Stanford, Boy Scout
Troop 50’s newest Eagle Scout
and the son of Rob and Ly-
sha Stanford of Auburn, was
presented the Boy Scouts of
America’s highest rank at a
ceremony on Nov. 1 at Auburn
United Methodist Church. He
is among the three Troop 50
Scouts to earn the Eagle Scout
rank in 2015 and the eight who
have earned their Eagle since
the troop’s founding in 2012. He
also is a second-generation Ea-
gle Scout; his father earned the
Eagle Scout rank in 1993.

Stanford is a founding mem-
ber of Troop 50, has served two
terms as its senior patrol lead-
er and received its inaugural
James J. Baird Jr. Honor Scout
Award earlier this year. Through
his Scouting participation, he
earned 25 merit badges and
accrued more than 150 nights
of camping and 120 miles hik-
ing and backpacking. In 2011,
he became a member of the
Order of the Arrow, Boy Scout-
ing’s national honor society,
and in 2012, he completed the
BSA’s National Youth Leader-
ship Training, a six-day course
equipping Scouts with leader-
ship skills and experience ap-
plicable to both Scouting and

personal situations.
His Eagle Scout leadership

service project involved con-
structing an observation deck
overlooking the creek at Pick
Elementary School in Auburn.
Teachers will use the space as
an outdoor classroom for the
school’s science curriculum.
Stanford’s project accrued
more than 160 volunteer hours
from planning to completion,
including the 40-plus hours
he personally spent planning,
leading and supervising the
various stages of the project.

A senior at Auburn High
School, Stanford is a member of
the AHS marching band, as well
as an active member of Auburn
United Methodist Church’s
youth ministry programs and
Elevate youth choir. He is em-
ployed part time with the City
of Auburn Parks and Recreation
Department as a recreation
leader at the Wire Road Soccer
Complex. After graduating high
school this May, he anticipates
attending Auburn University,
where he plans to major in a
communications field.

Troop 50 is chartered by the
Auburn Rotary Club and meets
each Monday at First Presby-
terian Church in Auburn. For
more information about the
troop, visit boyscout50.org.

Troop 50’s Stanford receives Eagle Scout rank
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Andrew Stanford is Troop 50’s newest Eagle Scout.
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